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crater lakes — Lake Byakushiike,
Lake Rokkannon-Miike, and Lake
Fudoike. From the summit of the
Shiratoriyama volcano, one can
see Sakurajima to the south, as
well as a direct view of Karakunidake. The area is especially diverse in
plant life, abundant with greenery and Miyama-Kirishima azaleas in early
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Ebinodake trail takes about
one hour to complete, loop-
ing around the edge of the
crater. Midway, the view-
point overlooks a 360 °
panoramic view extending
across the Ebino Highlands
to the north, all the way
down south to Sakurajima
on Kinkowan Bay. Thanks
to Ebinodake's old age
compared to the rest of the
Kirishima Mountains, its
forests are especially dense
and lush. Its vivid spring-
time greenery transforms into a spectacular red in the autumn.
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Among the volcanoes of the Kirishima Mountains, the Kurinodake
volcano likely was one of the first to form.

There are three different trailheads with unique routes to explore.
Roughly 200m from the Kirishima Open Air Museum begins a stair-
way made from recycled railway sleepers — the longest of its kind in
Japan — followed by the first trailhead.

Past the oak and maple forests is the Kurinodake summit, with a
huge panoramic vista extending from the Karakunidake volcano
down to Sakurajima and Kinkowan Bay.
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Takachihogawara Visitor Center
Nature Parks Foundation Ebino Branch

0995-57-3224
0984-33-3002
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The Karakunidake volcano has
the tallest peak of the Kirishima
Mountains. Among its many hiking
trails, one in particular circles the
beautiful scenery of Lake Onami-
noike — one of the highest crater
lakes in Japan. This trail offers
one of the most multifaceted and
diverse hiking routes in the area.
From the Onaminoike trailhead, it
takes approximately 40 minutes to reach the crater, where one is met with
a striking view of Lake Onaminoike glimmering beneath the majesty of the
Karakunidake volcano. Here, the lake marks the halfway point of the trail
toward the Karakunidake peak. The trail splits into two paths of roughly
equal length, so one may choose to go up one route and return along the
other.

Descending from the peak of the Lake Onaminoike crater, the path contin-
ues past a mountain shelter, then up a sharp incline before exiting through
the trees, finally arriving at the summit of the Karakunidake volcano.
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The Takachihonomine volcano is
arguably the main peak of the
Kirishima Mountains, owing to not
only its stark appearance, but also its
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