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KIRISHIMA TREKKING 
MAP

Kirishima-Kinkowan National Park
Kirishima Geopark

Shiratoriyama volcano　
The Lakes Nature Trail

Kosh ik idake

Sh i ra to r iyama

(1363m)

(1301m)
This two-hour course begins near 
the Ebino Eco Museum and contin-
ues clockwise past three volcanic 
crater lakes – Lake Byakushiike, 
Lake Rokkannon-Miike, and Lake 
Fudoike. From the summit of the 
Shiratoriyama volcano, one can 
see Sakurajima to the south, as 
well as a direct view of Karakunidake. The area is especially diverse in 
plant life, abundant with greenery and Miyama-Kirishima azaleas in early 
summertime, in addition to sporting beautiful fall colors in the autumn.
It takes roughly 60 minutes to hike up the Koshikidake volcano from the 
crossing north of Lake Fudoike. Inside the Koshikidake volcanic crater, a 
plain of susuki grass surrounds a low-rise wetland moor, unusual for 
southern Kyushu. One may even observe carnivorous sundew plants 
growing in the center. The trail grows steeper and narrower towards the 
summit – please be cautious and avoid straying from the trail.

Koshikidake volcano

Ebino Eco Museum Center

Ebino Plateau 
Observation Deck

Ioyama North Trail Entrance

Shiratoriyama
South Trail Entrance

To Ebino City
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To Kirishima Onsen

Hot spring river
Ioyama, Karakunidake Divergence

To Karakunidake volcano

TEL 0995‐57‐3224

Takachihogawara 
Visitor Center

Kirishima City Tourist 
Information Center
TEL 0995‐57‐1588
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Karakunidake volcano
（１700m）

Ohatayama volcano
（１353m）

Shishikodake
volcano（１429m）

Lake Onaminoike

Ioyama volcano
（１３１7m）

Ebino Highlands
Ebino Eco 
Museum Center
TEL 0984‐33‐3002

Nokaido native habitat (National Treasure) 
(From end of April to beginning of May)

Koshikidake volcano
（１301m）

Koshikidake Trail Entrance

Onaminoike Rest House

InformationInformation

Contact us:Kagoshima Kotsu(Kokubu Office) ☎ 0995‐45‐6733

Kirishima Sightseeing Bus 
Route Map and Timetable

Operates 
Daily

Karakunidake Rest House

Please check the Kirishima 
City website for the latest 
timetable.

Time table
 （City HP）

The Karakunidake volcano has 
the tallest peak of the Kirishima 
Mountains. Among its many hiking 
trails, one in particular circles the 
beautiful scenery of Lake Onami-
noike – one of the highest crater 
lakes in Japan. This trail offers 
one of the most multifaceted and 
diverse hiking routes in the area.
From the Onaminoike trailhead, it 
takes approximately 40 minutes to reach the crater, where one is met with 
a striking view of Lake Onaminoike glimmering beneath the majesty of the 
Karakunidake volcano. Here, the lake marks the halfway point of the trail 
toward the Karakunidake peak. The trail splits into two paths of roughly 
equal length, so one may choose to go up one route and return along the 
other.
Descending from the peak of the Lake Onaminoike crater, the path contin-
ues past a mountain shelter, then up a sharp incline before exiting through 
the trees, finally arriving at the summit of the Karakunidake volcano.

Onami -no- Ike

Lake Onaminoike (1388m)
Karakun idake

Karakunidake volcano (1700m)

Ebino Eco Museum Center

Onaminoike Rest House

Karakunidake
volcano (1700m)

Lake Onaminoike
(1388m)

Ebino Plateau Camping Site
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Takach iho-no-Mine

Takachihonomine volcano (1573m)
The Takachihonomine volcano is 
a rguab ly  the  main  peak o f  the  
Kirishima Mountains, owing to not 
only its stark appearance, but also its 
ancient history, serving as the sacred 
mountain in the legend of the Tenson 
Korin (Descent of the Heavenly Child) 
in Japanese mythology.
The trail begins near the Takachiho-gawara Visitor Center, first pass-
ing through the torii (shrine gate) to the Furumiya-ato – the ruins of 
the old Kirishima Jingu Shrine. To the right, the nature path continues 
onto the trail toward the crater of Ohachi (also known as Mihachi), 
then onward to Takachihonomine. Emerging from the forest, the 
brown path of the slope becomes rather steep as it ascends up to 
Ohachi. The path here is known as Umanose. It is extremely narrow, 
so one should be especially cautious during strong winds or thick fog.
From Umanose, the trail descends down to the Saddleback before 
continuing up toward the peak of the Takachihonomine volcano. At 
the summit stands Ama-no-Sakahoko, the mythological heavenly 
spear from the Tenson Korin legend.
The entire path from the trailhead to the Takachihonomine summit 
has many dangerously steep slopes, so please be cautious as the 
trail may be slippery. Beware of falling rocks.

Takachihonomine
volcano (1573m)

OhachiTakachihogawara 
Visitor Center

Ama-no-Sakahoko

Site of old Kirishima Shrine

Saddle Back Ridge(1408m)

Takachihogawara Bus Stop

To Kirishima 
Shrine

Umanose

2 hour
1hour 30min

Ebinodake volcano (1293m)

Ebinodake

Ebino Eco Museum Center

1 hour

Ebino Plateau 
Camping Site

Lake Onaminoike
(1388m)

Ebinodake
volcano (1293m)

Ioyama volcano
(1317m)

Karakunidake
volcano (1700m)

Lake Fudoike

Karakunidake 
Mountain Shelter

Gazing south f rom the 
Ebino Highlands, the Ebino-
dake volcano appears as a 
medium-tall sloping hill. 
From the Karakunidake 
trail, the 1km-wide Ebino-
dake volcanic crater is 
clearly visible. Hiking the 
Ebinodake trail takes about 
one hour to complete, loop-
ing around the edge of the 
crater. Midway, the view-
point overlooks a 360 ° 
panoramic view extending 
across the Ebino Highlands 
to the north, all the way 
down south to Sakurajima 
on Kinkowan Bay. Thanks 
to Ebinodake's old age 
compared to the rest of the 
Kirishima Mountains, its 
forests are especially dense 
and lush. Its vivid spring-
time greenery transforms into a spectacular red in the autumn.

Kirishima City Tourism Association
Kirishima City Tourist Information Center
Kirishima City Tourism PR Division
Kirishima Sanroku Yusui Town Tourism Association
Yusui Town Commerce and Tourism PR Division
Miyakonojo City Miyakonjo PR Division
Ebino City Tourism Association
Ebino City Tourism and Commerce Division
Kobayashi Machizukuri Co., Ltd. Tourist Information Center
Kobayashi City Commerce and Tourism Division
Takaharu Town Tourism Association
Takaharu Town Industrial Creation Division　

Kirishima City Tour Guide Liaison Council

0995‐78‐2115
0995‐57‐1588
0995‐45‐5111
0995‐74‐5690
0995‐74‐3111
0986‐23‐2615
0984‐35‐3838
0984‐35‐1114
0984‐22‐8684
0984‐23‐1174
0984‐42‐4560
0984‐42‐2128

0995‐78‐2115

0995‐57‐3224
0984‐33‐3002

Enquiries (English language assistance is available)
Takachihogawara Visitor Center　
Nature Parks Foundation Ebino Branch
 (Ebino Eco Museum Center)

Things to bear in mind / Mannerisms

Safety:
・Check for updates on trail conditions, weather, volcanic 
activity, and so on before your hike.
・Hiking is at your own risk. Before climbing, submit a 
mountain climbing registration form, and make sure to 
plan for flexibility.
・Wear suitable hiking clothes and carry essential items 
(such as a map, hat, gloves, emergency whistle, food and 
drink, compass, phone, portable toilet bags, etc.) before 
trekking.
Also, depending on the weather, don't forget to bring 
protective gear for rain and cold!

Etiquette:
・Take all trash with you - no littering.
・To protect vegetation and to avoid getting lost, make 
sure not to stray off marked hiking trails. Always yield 
to hikers ascending up the trail.
・Open fires are prohibited! Use fire equipment (e.g. 
fire pits and other braziers) responsibly!
・Leave no trace - take care to leave nature the way 
you found it. It is illegal to forage, hunt, or otherwise 
harm plants or animals.

Kirishima Geopark
 Mascot : Kiricchi

For an Enjoyable Trekking Experience

*Some areas do not  have 
mobile phone signal 
reception

Visit the “Field Manners” 
Guide on Hiking Etiquette, 
Ebino Eco Museum Center

Ebino City

Kurinodake
volcano

（1102m）

Shiratoriyama volcano
（1363m）

Lake Rokkannon-Miike
Lake Fudoike

Lake Byakushiike

Abundant Shiratori 
Ancient Forest

Ioyama  North Trail Entrance

Karakunidake Trail Entrance
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Maruo Falls
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Maruo Sightseeing 
Nature Trail
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Kirishima-Shinwa-no-Sato Park
Michinoeki Kirishima

Kirishima 
Shrine
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Hinamori Auto Campsite
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Highway
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Where to buy toilet packs

Toilet pack collection box

Outhouse for toilet packs Toilet

Siren Evacuation shelter

Use portable outdoor 
toilet packs!

Waste disposal by hikers is a serious problem. When there is 
too much waste to be broken down naturally, the mountain 
suffers environmental damage – also causing an unpleasant 
inconvenience to other hikers. Furthermore, wandering off the 
trail and trampling on the vegetation harms the ecosystem and 
is also dangerous to hikers themselves.
Please help us protect the beauty of Kirishima's nature. Show 
respect to your fellow hikers – follow basic hiking manners by 
using portable outdoor toilet packs.

Where to buy toilet packs

　 Toilet pack collection box

※Simple tents are available for loan 
   to hiking groups

▼
▼

　 Outhouse for toilet packs▼

Note these locations on 
your map in advance!

●Kindly dispose of used toilet packs 
in the toilet pack collection box at 
the start point of the hiking trail, or 
dispose of the used packs at home.

●Do not leave any used tissue paper 
in the mountains.  

Things to note when 
using portable outdoor toilet packs

PORTA
BLE

TOILET
 PACK

Bring it with you. Take it home with you.

The volcanoes of the Kirishima Mountains have a long history of both 
small and large eruptions, even in recent years. If you are planning on 
hiking, be sure to check the latest volcano information provided by the 
Japan Meteorological Agency, including volcanic alert levels, Volcanic 
Information for Mountaineers page, and volcano observation data.
Additionally, depending on volcanic activity, some areas may have 
entry restrictions or closed trails and roads. Be sure to confirm these 
conditions in advance as well.

The Kirishima Mountains are an active volcanic area ! 
～ Check the most recent updates to the Volcanic Alert Level ! ～ 5 Evacuate

4
Early evacuation for the 
elderly and others who 
need extra time

Hiking prohibited, restrictions on entry into mountains and 
high-risk areas (exact area determined by conditions)
Restricted entry around crater 
(exact area determined by conditions)
No specific restrictions (entry into crater may be 
restricted depending on conditions)

Restrictions on 
mountain entry

Regulations in area 
around crater
Be aware of the fact the 
volcanoes are active

3

2

1

Near crater

Inside craters

LevelArea

ー

ー

From crater to areas 
near residential zones

Disaster response for hikers and mountain area 
residents

Forecast and 
Warnings

Eruption 
warnings

Crater area 
warnings

Eruption 
forecast

Residential areas and 
areas near the crater

 Mt.Kirishima trail restrictions search

Check the activity 
level of the Kirishima 
Mountains!
Get the latest 
information 
before hiking

Volcanic 
Information for 
Mountaineers

Volcanic 
Observation 
Data
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Maruo   Ebino Kougen(plateau)    Takachihogawara

Shiratori Onsen Ueyu

Kirishima 
Open-Air
Museum

Kurinodake 
recreation village

Kurinodake
Trail Entrance

Yusui Town

　 Nearby Hospitals
● Kirishima Sugiyasu Hospital   0995-57-1221
＋

Kirishima City 

Kobayashi IC

Kobayashi City

避

Ashiyu no Eki Ebino Kogen
TEL 0984‐27‐3066

The Nottari-Oritari MyPlan (one-day 
bus pass) may be used for this route. 
Please contact Kagoshima Kotsu for 
further enquiries. (Japanese only) ↓Towards Kokubu February 2026

●

●

●

●●

●

Kirishima Mountain Range 
Excursion Bus

Shinyu onsen

Ebino Kogen

Takachihogawara

▲Shinmoedake volcano
▲Shishikodake volcano

Takaachihonomine
volcano

      Nakadake volcano
▲　　

●Lake Onaminoike
▲Karakunidake volcano

Towards Miyakonojo →
in Miyazaki

Kirishima-Shinwa-no-Sato Park
Michinoeki Kirishima

Kirishima Shrine
Kirishima City Tourist 
Information Center

Maruo-no-taki Falls

Kirishima Onsen Market / 
Kirishima City Tourism Association

Sekihira Mineral Water 
Retail Store

Miyama Conseru

↓ Towards Kagoshima Airport

Maruo

Onaminoike Trail Entrance

▲

Kirishima 
Shinsuikyo 
Valley

Miyazaki Prefecture 
Miike Youth Nature 
Center

Kyushu Electric 
Ogiri Geothermal 
Power Plant

Kirishima Art Farm

Nanaore Falls

Shiratori Onsen 
Shitayu

Shiratori Shrine

Karakunidake Emergency 
Refuge Cabin

Lake Miike

Lake Fudoike

Ioyama
volcano
(1317m)

Lake Byakushiike
Lake Fudoike

Lake Rokkannon-MiikeShiratoriyama
volcano (1363m)

Koshikidake
volcano (1301m)

Shiratoriyama North Observation Deck Rokkannon Hall

Kurinodake Onsen Hachiman-
daijigoku Fumarole Area

Ioyama volcano
(1317m)

The given elevations at the points shown as ・ on this map are based on the map data of the Geospatial Information Authority of Japan. 
In some cases, these may not reflect the actual highest elevation. 

Contacts as of February 2026

Kur inodake

Kurinodake volcano (1102m)
Among the volcanoes of the Kirishima Mountains, the Kurinodake 
volcano likely was one of the first to form.
There are three different trailheads with unique routes to explore. 
Roughly 200m from the Kirishima Open Air Museum begins a stair-
way made from recycled railway sleepers – the longest of its kind in 
Japan – followed by the first trailhead.
Past the oak and maple forests is the Kurinodake summit, with a 
huge panoramic vista extending from the Karakunidake volcano 
down to Sakurajima and Kinkowan Bay.

103

103

Hachimandaijigoku 
Kurinodake Onsen

To Kirishima City

Kurinodake recreation 
village 

Stairway Built Using Recycled 
Railway Sleepers 
(Longest in Japan)

Kirishima 
Open-Air 
Museum
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Station Kurinodake volcano (1102m)


